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Navigating the Big Blue Book thanks to the TPCAA
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The starting point of this presentation is a set of two books. The blue one, on the left, which contains, on 724 pages, a version of the text of three well-known Tamil Nikaṇṭu-s, based on editions which were made in the 19th century was published by Santi Sadhana in 2004. The second, on the right side, which was printed in 2000, is an elaborate index for navigating the content of the three Nikaṇṭu-s which were put together in the Blue Book, as can be seen when comparing their covers. As I shall try to show during this presentation, decoding the conventions which are used in the index is not really a completely elementary task, and this is what my presentation will be about.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are now „in medias res“. What can be seen on screen is, on the right side, the content of one page extracted from the TPCAA, namely page 303 (from a total of 381). What can be seen on the left side is an enlarged extract from the Left column, where some of the entries can probably be read more easily, although we shall soon zoom in, in order to have a closer look at the first entries. However, before zooming, I wish to draw your attention to the handwritten annotations which I have added to this book. It can be seen on the Right side of the screen that a lower case „w“ is present on the top of the L (=Left) column, while a lower case „s“ is present on the top of the R (=Right) column, and that, simultaneously 23 lower case letters (from „a“ to „w“) appear next to the entries of the L column, whereas 19 lower case letters (from „a“ to „s“) appear next to the entries of R column, which allows us to conclude that page 303 totains a total of (23+19=) 42 entry beginnings, preceded in the L column by the end of entry which has its start in the previous page, namely page 302. And those handwritten elements allow use to give, in an obvious manner, a UNIQUE ID to each of the 42 entries having their start of on page 303, the first one being entry 303_L-a and the last one being entry 303_R-s.


Examining entries 303_L-a to 303_L-d
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are now in a position to have a closer look at four entries among the 15,550 entries which are found in the 381 pages of the TPCAA, and because it requires a certain amount of practice in order to make good use of the information provided, or rather, in order to understand WHAT KIND OF INFORMATION is here provided, we shall first concentrate on the formal aspect of the entries, trying to first decode the content of the first four entries found in the L column of page 303, on the basis of four preliminary questions, which appear on the right side of the screen.


303 _L-ato 303_L-d: Expression or word?
Presence of a ,,count® before the hyphen?
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303_L-ais an
expression (or a
phrase). The three
others are individual
words. Another
difference, for them, is
the presence of a

- number between

brackets between the
entry head and the
hyphen which

. preceeds the entry
- body:

303_L-b has (3);
303_L-c has (3);
303_L-d has (6).


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How can we interprete those numbers between brackets, which look like the count of something?�A possible element of answer is that if we count the number of SEMI-COLONS (Tamil அரைப் புள்ளி found in the entry body and IF WE ADD ONE to that count, because there is a FULL STOP (Tamil முற்றுப் புள்ளி) at the end of the entry.�You can see that�303_L-b has 2 அரைப் புள்ளி and 1 முற்றுப் புள்ளி
303_L-c has 2 அரைப் புள்ளி and 1 முற்றுப் புள்ளி
303_L-b has 5 அரைப் புள்ளி and 1 முற்றுப் புள்ளி
The numbers between brackets seem therefore to be indeed the COUNT OF SOMETHING but of what they are the count will require further elucidation.



Ex-cursus: Tamil modern terminology for punctuation

» Comma: &MM Lemall (Chidambaranatha

Chettiar, 1965) OR &IT6L L6iTerN (Cre-A) )
(,virgule®)

®
» Semi-colon: Ql6MILI Ljererl (,point-virgule) b

» Colon: (LPSSMM Ljermerfl [OR (L &SHITM Ljererl] o

(,,Deux points®)

* Full stop: (LD[DQJIJ Ljerel (,,Point final®)
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Presentation Notes
This Ex-cursus might be useful for those who want to read the explanations which are found in the /amaippu muṟai/ section of the TPCAA


303_L-ato 303_L-d:

Value of the abbrevations?
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In these four entries, the
abbreviated references such
as §1.11:315, &).2:141, etc.
point to verses belonging to
the QG)_IITBSULD and the
number immediately
following the ,&).“ indicates
the Chapter.

Similarly, Iﬂ.4:134, etc. point
to verses belonging to
chapters of LNMRI&EVLD,

dy.2:71, etc. point to verses
belonging to chapters of

Gy L_ITLO6vTI [hl&6v01(h




Decoding Atomic expression 303_L-a
«DEIPFFUT6TT QU(HEUF| - HENG. H).11:315 »

PARAPHRASE
Concerning the SXpiEssion LADE AUIGT QUBAIS

(,that which comes on the basis of makilcci (,joy‘)*) -

h60)SDh nakai [,Laugh’]. In Tivakaram, Chapter 11, Verse 315



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After those methodological remarks, we shall now try to have a look at a first TPCAA entry, namely the one which was at the top of page 303, to which we refer by coordinates 303_L_a. It can be called an ATOMIC entry, because there is NO COUNT before the hyphen separating the Entry head from the Entry body. It cannot however be called completely simple because the head isss an expression (மகிழ்ச்சியின் வருவது) and not a word.�I start by providing a paraphrase which is AS LITTERAL AS POSSIBLE, before providing an image of a fragment of page 106, inside the Blue Book.


Ex-cursus: (A) On the ,,two schools® for the transmission of the
Tivakaram and (B) on the use of the alphabetical order in the
11th chapter of Tivakaram

(A) See Tamilex Blog:
https://tamilex.hypotheses.org/278

Jean-Luc Chevillard (August 1,
2024). « New old *words for
Classical Tamil: Elements of
iInformation concerning the early
print history of the Tivakaram, first
Classical Tamil poetical vocabulary,
in comparison with some MSS
evidence. »

(B) Chevillard, Jean-Luc. « On
the transmission of Tamil
poetical vocabularies, with a
special focus on the Tivakaram
and the Cutamani Nikantu », pp.
95-113, in JAanaprasamsa. In
Praise of Knowledge: Essays in
Honour of E. G. Kahrs, edited by
Alastair Gornall],
Universitatsverlag Halle-
Wittenberg, 2023.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The main point of these ex-cursus is to point out that the Tivākaram references given in the TPCAA are HIGHLY dependent on the BLUE BOOK and that they often woulld not be useable in other editions, because of points which I have already discussed in (A) the TAMILEX blog entry and (B) a published article.

https://tamilex.hypotheses.org/278
https://tamilex.hypotheses.org/278

Decoding Atomic expression 303_L-a (CONTINUED)
«DSHIDPFFUN6TT 6U(HEUG| - [HENS. H).11:315 »

The FIRST point to be emphasized is that it would be CLEAR to a scholar
with a traditional training that if CHAPTER 11 of Tivakaram is involved,
this is a case of discussion of Polysemy. ((N.B. in the case of Cutamani

Nikantu, polysemy is also dealt with inside Chapter 11, but in the case
of Pinkalam, polysemy is handled in Chapter 10.

10


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note: Of course a real traditional scholar would not have needed the TPCAA, because he or she would have known by heart the content of the sources of the TPCAA. But the TPCAA rests on the knowledge of traditional scholars who were thinking of future students and trying to anticipate their needs in a CHANGING WORLD !


Decoding Atomic expression 303_L-a (CONTINUED-2)
«DSHIPFFUN6TT 6U(HEUG| - [HENS. H).11:315 »
in COMPARISON W|th 370_R_e

A aﬂ&vr Blevtb - (14) @,.5:31.
& aldrwur’ et Qs - pes.$.11:315.
A’ QN dmwm_ B - 2.1114.19.10:168.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are now providing another entry from TPCAA, namely entry 370_R_e, presented here in its context on the right column of page 370, between two other entries. That entry 370_R_e reads:�«விளையாட்டின் வருவது – நகை. தி.11:315 »�


Decodiljg Atomic expression 303_L-a (CONTINUED-3)
«D&ILPFFTN6T 6U(HEUS| - HENS. &).11:315»
in COMPARISON with 39 L t

S @&pFF) (10) - (5) £.8:136; (5) $.10:28; .
(6) @.8:69; [ @)s1ps8s Qanev] (5) @5.10:19;
Lpssev. §).8:116; &.8:59; eréiranev.H).11:51;

t &DDLD. 19.7:104; GTG%.LQ‘IO:19_5; ©&5.11:221.

QepsPlll_g51 aumaz) - N
pens.5.11:315. o
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are now providing a third element from the SEMANTIC puzzle on which we are working, namely entry 39_L_t, in which we read�« இகழ்ச்சியிடத்து வருவது - நகை. தி.11:315 »�


The TPCAA is an alphabetical selective
concordance based on Ti, Piand CN

&).11:315

LOSILDFFUN60T, QT6MISTUITL Lq.65T

6U(IHLD HeM S (HITCG6)

@Q&LpF S @l_g,g,m (6TIWIHMG
o f5CH).

As for [h60)® (,laugh’), it occurs on the
basis of joy (makilcci) or of acting

(vilaiyattu)

It is also obtainable on the occasion of
[expressing] contempt (ikalcci)

303 L-a
«LDHILDF FIUTN60T 6)(IH 6L -
5@5?51.11:315» 2
370_R_e

«e16METLITL_Lq 65T 6M(IH6UG)
- HEM&. &.11:315 »

39 L_t

«@Q&SLDFHUILF 6)([H6L
ﬁr@m% 51.11:3%%' SRl

13


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From these combined example, it should be clear that the TPCAA is not a DICTIONARY, but a selective concordance, allowing one to quickly locate important semantic atoms, which take the shape of phrases, words or, as we shall see, in some cases, or enumerations.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We now have a glimpse into the world of scholars as it existed 75  years ago
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BenS (26) - (3) B.11:315; (4) 19.10:670; Exploring entry 223 _L-g

(2) @-2:94; (3) @5 11:4; ey 8. 2:199; H6N &
Lev.19.5:315; p@sev. §.2:200; 19.5:316; and its 26 subdivisions (1)
Qom_(B). 8. 4:249; 19.9:158; 9"?-@?8’57; Count the 25 semi-colons

9.7:179; .8:22; @)ewLitp.H).8:128; 19.7:26;
&.8:38; @)&1p&6).8).8:136; pwsHeral
[5wé Qered] 8.10:56; erairerey. §.11:51; $1.11:315
| sansLiy] ereirarey. @s. 11:264;

eeogev. 5.11:196; [ YAy epoed. @ 11:186;

and recognize sub-entry 1

F)A11y.19.7:239; FGFe0. . 9: 63;.
SFFWTL_6v.@G.10:12;
[#R0y] pasev.@.11:18.
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Ref 01:Ti_11-315 (already familiar)




Ref_02: Pi_10-670 (Polysemy)

Fenss

eTuSmyLb, F)ALIyLb, @)eTLI(PLD, GpefiluLD,
Beng (616w Hemall Baflevis lmGLp).
(4 Qlwnsen)



Ref_03: CN_2-94 (LD&&L_ GILILLII)

‘ueeYh pevsuy b, Cromaumil, TS S, SISl

(LeiTasilw ) (LHMIGUED, eLpI6Y

LGO@ILD (YD), FesU L (HGLD);
(wpesraeflw) $mig, &L L LD,

seystb, Guomeumulesr (Guim Lb);
(LoeiTgy)yLb) BT, FlGeeu, TN,

(LoHerms) STRIYLD, BTSHE (HSLD);
sesrasrGLp, Yy ares, Gserall,

si@er (Gui), QFaiujb (4 6Lw).

(2, 3,4, 40uwiser) 94

19



Ref 04:CN_11-4 (Polysemy)

QF®, Q)&%T, L&, BHID, He0%, HSTLD, &L QY6

@Qse, uas, eell, Cumi (upls Guii);
@) &%rGuw, Gasaufl, pLumib;

Y&t (et ), e psGsmer, &DmLD,
ypOsguh (Blmeptd wpu Gui);
B&LD, L&V, 2. &), gl (Gum);
&G, WHPa, @efl, Ay (Qb);
S&GTLD, adlewr, UL, &1 (616811 );
sLayar, Gs, wperfl, pewrentors (Guim).
(3,2, 3,33, 3,3 Q0uwiser) 4
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X1
X2
X3
X4
X5
X6
X7
X8

Preparing to examine the remaining 22 items

(and the 16 associated topics)

eTudlmy

L1GV

ICEL

Gom” (B

& o)

(@)eorLILD

@) BLHFF)

BuwsSHearad [Bwsclamed]

X9

X10
X11
X12
X13
X14
X15
X16

GTATATGY

[ pewaLiLy] eraTared
PTGV

[SdLiy] epoed

F iy

515560

9 FHWITL_GV

[SAi] pesed

21



Preparing to examine the remaining 22 items
(and the 16 associated topics) (continued)

5 eruilmy X1 T2

6 e X2 P5

7 B&HSH6 X3 T2

8 B(&HBH6V X3 P5

9 Glom” () X4 T4
10 Q" ® X4 P9
11 gof X5 T8 $.8:57 LIGSITL
12 gpofl X5 P7 19.7:179  wuesyy
13 gofl X5 C8 @&-8:122  LiewrLy
14 @) evriih X6 T8 $.8:128  wLiewryy
15 @evriih X6 P7 19.7:26 LIGSITL
16 @ evriiLh X6 C8 &-8:38 LIGSITL
17 @a1H48) X7 T8 $.8:136  wLiewry
18 pwEHarad [pwstlerad]  |X8 T10




Preparing to examine the remaining 22 items
(and the 16 associated topics) (continued-2)

13 ganf X5 Ics &.8:122 Liany
14 @evrLiLh X6 T8 %.8:128  wLewyy
15 @evriied X6 P7 19.7:26 LIGHSTL
16 @evriiLd X6 C8 @.8:38 LIGSSTL]
17 @a1H38) X7 T8 %.8:136  wLiewLy
18 pwasHerad [pwsblFTev]  |X8 T10 $.10:56 @&
19 erarered X9 T11 &)

20 [pew&LiL] etaTare) X10 Cl11 &

21 epged X11 T11 &)

22 [@504] epred X12 C1l1 &

23 @fiLiy X13 P7 19.7:239  wLewTy
24 9556 X14 C9 &-.9:63 OlFwIc)
25 YFHWmL_e X15 C10 @&.10:12 gad
26 [R7LY] pEse0 X16 C11 &
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(ref. 11) Exploring the I_I6'56TL| thematic section (@ﬂﬂ: 5].8-57)

TLU
aJlevGev, cumen, Gleuuiled, Blevey, &S, & yemiibd,
stevGov, Gy, &L, satev, GaLp, Heans,
gmow, allflwey, allendsid, BlLpev, FJ6N&s LD,
euTLoLd, BwLb, (euerd) el (@LD).
(19 Quwnser) 57



(ref. 12) Exploring the LI6'56TL| thematic section (@GTﬂ:L‘nJJ 79)
epar

Glouulleyd, pleveyid, allevaILd, eUTEHLD,
BlpgLb, e16b@iLd, SLo(PLD, Fens L Ld,
&SneagYLb, ElgessTLpib, &S (HLd, GlFLg.ujLD,
Garsluid, Wleenitd, gewlluyid, fluyLbd,
GaupLd, &rpid, Ca&ib, Hlerm, gell. -

MY L/0 el

S SULD (61D S6TitTHLI(HILD).
(21 Qliwinger) ..



(ref. 13) Exploring the LI6'66TL| thematic section (@ﬂﬂ:gb.S-ZZ)
SmiLiLy, gdﬁ

@ e, wesfl, Heuld, BeIGVLD,

(gmmw) srp&G, smerid,
& (5T, SGMLD, ST, ST, LOTEV,

senm, wrw, sprider (CuGy);
adlflwev, e, flevay, allev, aumer,

Glewuflev, Blped, eumoLd, BLoLb,
9il, s, Glgewrib, sTHS),

(gpd) Car&l, qall (FGoLp Cuiii).

(13, 14 Q) Lwiser)
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