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In 1973, the French Institute of
Pondicherry, which was at the time
called „Institut Français 
d‘Indologie“ published the 50th 
volume in its series of
publications. The English title of
that volume, comprising 279 
pages, and edited by X.S. Thani 
Nayagam and François Gros, was 
„International Association of
Tamil Research. Proceedings of
the Third International 
Conference Seminar. Paris 1970“
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The 1970 Paris (third) IATR conference had been organized by Professor Jean 
Filliozat (1906-1982) and this presentation will revisit the carreer of that scholar, 
trying to derive inspiration from him, in a manner adapted to the modern world
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The 1970 Paris (third) IATR conference had been organized at the Collège de 
France (See indian delegation on this picture) by Professor Jean Filliozat (1906-
1982) and this presentation will revisit the carreer of that scholar, trying to
derive inspiration from him, in a manner adapted to the modern world
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Link to a 28 min film made at the time 
of the 3rd IATR conference & available
on the UNESCO web site:

The Third International Conference of Tamil 
Studies was held at the Collège de France in Paris 
on 15 July 1970. Malcolm Adiseshiah, UNESCOs 
Assistant Director-General, in the opening speech 
addresses the audience in French, English and 
Tamil, his own language, on the Resolution of 
UNESCOs General Conference to assist in the 
etablishment and working of the International 
Institute of Tamil Studies in Madras.

https://www.unesco.org/archives/multimedia/document-5085
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However, in order to understand who Professor Jean Filliozat (1906-1982) 
was, we have to move back in time, starting for instance with year 1955, 
when prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru visited the newly inaugurated Institut 
Français d‘Indologie, of which he was the first director
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… and we might then move to the following year, namely 1956, when the FIRST 
publication of the IFP came out, which was an edition and translation of
காைரக்கால் அம்ைமயார், by KARAVELANE, with an introduction by
Jean Filliozat (a second edition came in 1982, with a postface by François Gros)
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ப�றந்து ெமாழிபய�ன்ற ப�ன்ெனல்லாங் காதல்
சிறந்துநின் ேசவடிேய ேசர்ந்ேதன் - நிறந்திகழும்
ைமஞ்ஞான்ற கண்டத்து வாேனார் ெபருமாேன
எஞ்ஞான்று த�ர்ப்ப திடர். (Kāraikkāl Ammaiyār)

Le Poème de l‘admirable (அற்புதத் திருவந்தாதி)

« Depuis que, née, j‘ai appris à parler, débordant
d‘amour, j‘ai atteint tes pieds rouges. Magnanime Seigneur
des Célestes, à ta gorge resplendit une noirceur saillante.
Quand finiras-tu mes tourments? » (Karavelane, 1956)

(PIFI-1)
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The birth of the IATR in New Delhi, on January 7, 1964 on the 
occasion of the XXVI International Congress of Orientalists

11



The birth of the IATR in New Delhi, on January 7, 1964 on the 
occasion of the XXVI International Congress of Orientalists
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How did Jean Filliozat become a specialist of Tamil?
We know, through several sources, that Jean Filliozat, who was born in 1906, 
did not have the opportunity to go to India before 1947, when he had already
studied the history, the civilisation and the literatures of India for many years. 
His original field of study was medecine, and he became „docteur en 
médecine“ in 1930, his special field of study being „ophtalmologie“
(SEE BELOW obituary by his son, which appeared in 1984 BEFEO)
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How did Jean Filliozat become a specialist of Tamil? (2)
[obituary (by his son) in 1984 BEFEO (continued)]
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How did Jean Filliozat become a specialist of Tamil? (3)
[obituary (by his son) in 1984 BEFEO (continued)]
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How did Jean Filliozat become a specialist of Tamil? (4)
[obituary (by his son) in 1984 BEFEO (continued)]
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Whom did Jean Filliozat admire? a 
few names, excerpted from the

introduction to RPY (Religion, 
Philosophy, Yoga, 1991, Motilal

Banarsidass), collection of articles
translated into English

• Maridass Pillai
• Anquetil-Duperron
• Sylvain Lévi
• Jules Bloch
• Alfred Foucher
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Jean Filliozat and Vaiṣṇavism (Nammāḻvār, 1954, RPY pp.19-40)
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Jean Filliozat and Vaiṣṇavism (Nammāḻvār, 1954)
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Jean Filliozat and Vaiṣṇavism (Nammāḻvār, 1954)
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உயர்வற உயர்நலம் உைடயவன் யவன்அவன்
மயர்வற மதிநலம் அருள�னன் யவன்அவன்
அயர்வறும் அமரர்கள் அதிபதி யவன்அவன்
துயரறு சுடரடி ெதாழுதுஎழுஎன் மனேன.



Jean Filliozat and Vaiṣṇavism
(Tiruppāvai, 1972)
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Jean Filliozat and Vaiṣṇavism (Tiruppāvai, 1972)

22



Jean Filliozat and Vaiṣṇavism (Tiruppāvai, 1972)
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Jean Filliozat and Vaiṣṇavism (Tiruppāvai, 1972)
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Jean 
Filliozat

and 
Vaiṣṇavism
(Tiruppāvai, 

1972)
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Jean 
Filliozat

and 
Vaiṣṇavism
(Tiruppāvai, 

1972)
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Links
• https://www.ifpindia.org/organisation
• https://www.academia.edu/3401354/The_Shaiva

_Manuscripts_of_Pondicherry_Les_manuscrits_s
hivaïtes_de_Pondichéry_Dominic_Goodall_and_J
ean_Pierre_Muller_

• https://www.canalacademies.com/emissions/pa
ssion-passe-temps/souvenirs-de-
famille/souvenirs-de-famille-jean-filliozat-de-
lacademie-des-inscriptions-et-belles-lettres

• https://www.tamilvu.org/slet/l4100/l4100pd3.jsp
?bookid=73&part=I&pno=57

• https://angkordatabase.asia/authors/jean-
filliozat

• https://tamilnation.org/forum/sachisrikantha/061
020iatr

• https://www.unesco.org/archives/multimedia/do
cument-5085

• https://thevaaram.org/en/thirumurai_1/songview.
php?thiru=11&Song_idField=11004&padhi=040

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Filliozat
• https://www.persee.fr/doc/befeo_0336-

1519_1984_num_73_1_1628
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